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From Pastor . . . . 

WHAT THE LORD HEARS IN A SINGLE DAY. 
 

“Hear  my  cry,  O  God;;  listen  to  my  prayer.”  Psalm 61:1 
 
They estimate that in one single day, 281 billion emails are sent. That is in one 
day, and that is billion, not million. What if you got that many? Would you read 
them all? Could you read them all? 
 
And they estimate that Americans alone send 26 billion text messages on their 
phones in a single day. That averages out to 94 text messages sent by one 
American in one day. That is a lot of messaging. 
 
Now imagine if we could pull the clouds back for a brief moment to hear all the 
prayers ascending to God the Father from every corner of the world. Most of 
the emails I receive are advertisements. Most of the texts I receive are not crucial. 
They tell me about some YouTube video of some cat falling off a table. But imagine 
what God hears every day. Imagine the gasps of the wounded, the sick, the dying; 
the cries of the lonely, forsaken, the scared. Who could hear billions of such sad 
messages each day? Only our loving, compassionate God can both hear and bear 
that. Praise his holy name! And he not only hears them, he answers each and every 
one of them, and he helps as he binds up the brokenhearted. 
 
God wants us to pray to him. He  invites  us  to  pray  to  him.  “Call  on  me  in  the  day  
of  trouble.”  He  assures  us  is  by  our  side  every  moment  of  every  day.  He  neither  
slumbers  nor  sleeps  nor  naps.  He  knows  what’s  best  for  us.  He  knows  when  we  
need trouble to keep us close to him. He knows when we need a word of comfort 
from him. A smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
 
Emails must be addressed to someone. Texts must be addressed to someone. We 
address  our  prayers  to  God.  No,  the  address  isn’t  God@heaven.com.  We  actually  
address him through Jesus Christ, his Son, our Savior-Lord who made us his 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  thus  God’s  children,  through  his  sacrifice  on  the  cross  for  
the sins of the world. He won for us the gift of a mansion in heaven. In fact, 
ultimately  this  is  God’s  greatest  answer  to  our  prayers.  “Be  patient.  All  this  will  one  
day  pass.  You  will  leave  it  behind  when  you  come  home.”  He  won  for  us  the  
privilege to call upon God anytime, anywhere, for anything in prayer. 
 
May we boldly and confidently, and humbly, knowing Christ is in every 
prayer, call upon  our  Father’s  name  in  every  trouble. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:Don.koch@stpaularlington.com
mailto:Eric.kaesermann@stpaularlington.com
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HISTORY/MINISTRIES OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT 

 
AREA LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOLS 

 
Another one of the unique ministries we have in the Minnesota District is the fact we have three area 
Lutheran high schools. We will talk briefly about each. 
 
The first area Lutheran high school is St. Croix Lutheran High School which has been modified to 
St. Croix Lutheran Academy and encompasses grades 6-12.  St. Croix Lutheran began already in 
1958 and classes were held in the basement of St. James Lutheran Church in St. Paul, MN. In 1960 
they moved to their first permanent facility on Crusader Ave. in St. Paul and then purchased their 
current campus in April of 1992. They now sit on thirty acres of land overlooking Thompson Lake.  A 
distinctive program they have started in 1995 is an international program.  This program has now 125 
international students from forty countries and five continents studying at St. Croix. Their attendance is 
about 500 students in grades 6-12. 
 
The second area Lutheran high school is one which we are much more familiar with as it is 
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School in New Ulm, MN. MVL opened its doors in the fall 1979 at 
St. Paul Lutheran School in New Ulm with an enrollment of 45.  They moved into their present 
building in 1981 and have been through four building projects.  It sits on 77 acres of land about three 
miles east of New Ulm. MVL has an Association of 21 churches including our church who support the 
school. It has an enrollment of over 200 students with a staff of 14 faculty and staff members.  Over 
2000 students have graduated from MVL as of last May.  Our church now has four students attending 
MVL.  They are Robert Rauh, senior; Leyton Brau, sophomore; Connor Johnson, freshman; and 
Kadin Seeman, freshman. 
 
The third area Lutheran high school is West Lutheran High School in Plymouth, MN. This school 
also began in 1979 with 12 students in the basement of Cross Lutheran Church, Rockford, MN. In the 
fall of 1980 the school moved to a school building in St. Louis Park.  Three years later it moved again 
to a different location in Hopkins where it stayed for 12 years.  The final move of the school came in 
1996 when it located to a brand new school of its own in Plymouth, MN.  An expansion of the building 
took placed in 2002 and adjacent was purchased in 2009 to help with parking. 
 
Three different area Lutheran high schools, three different stories, but ALL THREE have the same 
purpose-to assist parents in the spiritual training of their high school aged children. Praise and thank 
God for these fantastic schools of training! 
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 St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  School  Arlington,  MN 
“Preparing  Children  Now  and  For  Eternity”   

2019-2020 SCHOOL REGISTRATION: April 4th 
is our school open house and registration.  We want 
all of out children of the congregation to be a part of 
our school.  Parents with children going into grades 
PreK-7th will be receiving information to visit our 
school.  Families are invited to visit with teachers and 
staff  that  will  bring  God’s  Word  to  your  child  every 
day.  Use this as your first invitation to see what St. 
Paul’s  Lutheran  School  is  all  about!    Volunteers:  We  
can use some hands around the school that night for 
food serving and clean-up.  There is a sign-up sheet in 
the narthex if you are willing to help. 
CES SILENT AUCTION: Christian Education 
Society annual silent basket auction began March 6th  
and will end on Easter.  Thank you very much for 
donations of so many baskets! Proceeds include 10% 
to endowment fund, CES budget 
items(Bibles/catechisms/PRE books) and a new AED 
for school. 
 
SCHOOL MUSICAL: Our school musical will be 
performing on May 17th.  Times are 1:30 and 7:00 on 
a Friday.  We have songs by the younger children and 
the comedy for grades 3-8 is called the Goldilocks on 
Trial.   Join us that night for the performances with 
snacks to follow. 
 
Website and Facebook: Keep up-to-date with all 
school events and happenings online.    
www.stpaularlington.com/school click calendar.  Like 
us on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/stpaularlington 
Upcoming Events:           
April                             
4  SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE                                
9  Track Season Begins                
15-17  ACT Testing Week         
18-22  NO SCHOOL - EASTER Vacation                 
24  4th qtr Midterm, 
 
May                       
5  8th grade Confirmation                                     
6  Sleepy Eye Track Meet  3-8th grade  9:00-1:30                                            
9  Redwood Falls Track Meet 4-8th grade  9:00-2:00             
17 SCHOOL MUSCIAL 1:30 & 7:00                            
19 Graduation for K-8th School Banquet @ church                
20  Mr.  Kaesermann’s  annual  fishing  trip  to  power  
plant in Faribault.      
22 PreK graduation program at School 2:30 @ gym              
24 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL (chapel, awards, picnic)     
     This has moved due to weather! 
  
 
. 
 

 
 
 

April 2019 
LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WEEK:  
It was a very busy week at school to celebrate 
Lutheran Elementary school week.  We had over 100 
visitors throughout the week.  We went swimming, 
saw Teddy Roosevelt, created social studies projects, 
and then we blended our classrooms for a mixed up 
morning of lessons. 
 
SAVE, SAVE, SAVE: Thank you for saving these 
items.  Labels can be dropped off at school or use a 
collection container in the back of church.  Aluminum 
cans to the trailer in alley by school.                   
1. Thrivent Choice dollars                            
2. Our Family UPC labels             
3. Box Tops for Education                 
4. Aluminum Cans                        
5. Coborns/Cash Wise Reward Points                    
6. Country Hearth UPCs  
                       
ACCREDITATION RENEWAL: Our school has 
reached a milestone.  Next year will mark the fifth year 
we have been an accredited education institution.  It 
also means we are going to be hosting a site visit in the 
fall of 2020.  As a congregation we need to revise our 
school onsite report and standards.  A few years back 
maybe you served on the standards committees and we 
would like your help again.  If you think you can be a 
part of this process or have questions contact Principal 
Kaesermann.   Work in these groups can usually be 
done in two meetings.  We had 60 people help last 
time and would like to involve even more over the 
next year.   Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Psalm 126:3 The LORD has done great things for us,          

we are filled with joy. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/stpaularlington
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YOUTH GROUP 
Youth Group will meet at 11:15 a.m. after 
church on Sunday, April 14th. We will continue 
our Bible study series on Friendship, stuff eggs for 
the hunt on Easter Sunday and make plans to go to 
the  movie  “Breakthrough”. 
On Easter Sunday, April 21st, Youth Group 
members will hold an Easter egg hunt for children 
ages 2-10. Children should bring their Easter 
baskets and meet us in the church narthex at 8:00 
a.m. Pastor Rauh will have a short devotion with 
the children. 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 11th 
for volunteering at Feed My Starving Children 
followed by lunch, meeting and games in the park. 
We are in need of drivers/chaperones for this 
event. If interested, please speak with Nick 
Doetkott or Darvin and Jenny Scherer. Watch the 
bulletin for more details. 

 

LWMS SPRING RALLY 
LWMS Spring Rally will be held at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Belle Plain on 
Saturday, April 27.  The mission focus that 
day will be the Apache mission which is 
celebrating 125 years in the gospel.  Several 
Apache ladies are expected to be in 
attendance.  All confirmed female members 
of the WELS are automatically members of 
LWMS, so all St Paul's ladies are invited 
and encouraged to attend this wonderful 
informative and edifying morning. 
Fellowship begins at 8:00 a.m. and opening 
devotion at 9:00 with meeting, Bible study, 
and presentations to follow.  Lunch follows 
at noon.  For those with young children, free 
child care is available.  Don't miss this 
chance to learn about the missions of the 
WELS.  Further information in the bulletin. 

 
 
 

 
      

 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
Senior Ministry will meet on Monday, April 
8, at 1:30pm. We start with a short Bible 
study followed by conversation, games, 
snacks and fun. If you would like any one of 
those, please join us. You are never too 
young and never too old.  You will be glad 
you did! 
 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Children ages 2-10 should bring their 
baskets on Easter Sunday, April 21, and 
meet in the narthex at 8:00am that 
morning. Following the egg hunt, Pastor 
Rauh will have a short devotion with the 
children. 
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    BIBLE STUDIES 

SUNDAY MORNING FAMILY BIBLE  During 
the month of April Pastor will be discussing the topic 
of  “Christians  in  Conflict.”    It  is  a  Bible  study  about  
peacemaking. Bible class begins at 9:00am and we 
invite everyone to join us. Coffee and hot chocolate 
is also served. 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY  We will be 
finishing  up    the  series  of  “Just  like  Jesus”  during  
April.    Then  we  will  begin  “The  House  of  the  
Lord.”    God made it possible to live among his 
people. Using examples of the types of homes we 
might live in, the author of this Bible study lays out 
God's plans for making "houses" in which God 
could live among us here on earth and in eternity. 
The schedule for the month of April is as follows: 
April 3 – A Worship-Hungry Heart  
April 10 – An Enduring Heart 
April 17 – No Class 
April 24 – The  Lord’s  First House (Garden of Eden) 
 

 

FORWARD IN CHRIST – APRIL  
The April edition of Forward in Christ is here. 
You will your copy in the narthex on the table.  
It is chocked full of articles, stories, and 
devotions aimed at strengthening your faith.  
Why  wouldn’t  you  pick  up  a  copy??? 
 
*“Keeping  the  Feast”  (p.7)  This devotion 
focuses on the relationship of the Old 
Testament Passover and Easter.  
 
•  “Risen  Indeed” (p.10-11) This article 
reminds  us  the  reality  of  Christ’s  resurrection  
affirms our faith.  It reminds us how our 
baptism connects us with the death and 
resurrection of Christ. 

(Continued in next column) 
 

•  “Evangelism:  Lessons  from  the  Savior” (p.12-
13) This piece reminds us how important it is for us 
to  share  God’s  Word  with  others.    Even  if  we  are  not  
aware of it, but spiritual realities are happening that 
we cannot see. We are told in the Bible that every 
time Jesus is proclaimed, Satan is falling like 
lightning from the sky.  
 
•  “How  Do  Parents  Find  Contentment?” (16-17) 
This is the question that is answered in the heart to 
heart parent conversations article this month. A must 
read for parents. 
 
•  “No  Time  for  Silence”  (p.8)  Our  WELS  president,  
Rev. Mark Schroeder, tells us how important it is for 
us  testify  to  God’s  truth  in  the  midst  of  more  and  
more laws being enacted in allowing abortion. 
 
•  “Becoming  “Those  People”” (p.30-31) This is 
written from the viewpoint of a police officer who 
has to deliver news to families that their loved one 
has past away. He knows what it is like.  He also has 
been on the other side of the news being delivered 
and  how  important  is  for  the  “family  of  believers”  
for love and support. 
 
•  “A  Gospel-Filled Life – Revelation vs. 
Speculation” (p.33)  This is the 3rd article on ways 
to enrich your personal devotional life. Think of here 
prayer and open Bible. 
 
•  “Speaking  the  Truth  in  Love” (p.28-29) A well 
written article on how to share your faith. (Yes, 
many times we are reluctant, but this gives us ideas 
on how we can share our faith.) 
 
•  “A  New  Story” (Back Page) This short but 
fantastic story is the perfect way to end the Easter 
issue of Forward in Christ. It reminds us that the 
stones in cemeteries mark the places of those who 
have died. But because of the empty tomb of Jesus, 
the  stones  of  Christians  tell  a  “new”  story  – a 
victorious story!! 
 
Pick up your copy of Forward in Christ for faith 

strengthening articles and devotions. 



6 

 

     
  
  

HOLY WEEK 
Just a reminder here for all the special 
services that are being held during Holy 
Week- April 14 – 21. 
 
Sunday, April 14 – Palm Sunday   
 9:00am  (Children singing) 
 
Thursday, April 18 – Maundy Thursday 
 7:00pm with Holy Communion 
 
Friday, April 19 – Good Friday   
 7:00pm with Holy Communion 
 
Sunday, April 21 – Easter Sunday 
 6:30am Sunrise Service 
 7:30-9:00   Easter Breakfast 
 8:00   Egg Hunt 
 9:00   Easter Festival Service 
  

 

 
 

Please join us for breakfast on Easter 
Sunday morning, April 21!  The Family 
Bible Class will be serving breakfast in 
between the two church services that 

morning.  The menu includes scrambled 
eggs, sausage, applesauce, and assorted 
muffins and breakfast rolls.  Take a little 

time to enjoy some food and fellowship as 
we celebrate our risen Savior. A free will 
offering will be taken to support a cause 
that will be chosen by the Bible Class.   

See you there! 

 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Family Bible Class is looking for some 
volunteers to help them with the Easter 
Breakfast.  Our group is small, and we will 
need some extra hands to help the breakfast 
run smoothly.  A sign-up sheet is posted in the 
narthex.  Please consider volunteering to help.  
The work shifts are relatively short (most are 
only about 45 minutes), and the duties aren't 
difficult (serving eggs, sausage, or beverages, 
resetting tables, general clean-up).  The more 
help we get, the quicker and easier the work 
will be.  We appreciate all who are willing to 
help. 

 

C.O.F.F.E.E. 
Next time you have some coffee, remember 
this: 
 

Christ Offers Forgiveness 
For Everyone Everywhere! 
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MISSION SOCIETY MINUTES – MARCH 
 
Mission Society Meeting: March 17, 2019 
 
Meeting called to order by President Barb Bening at 11:10 a.m. Fourteen members answered roll call. 
The  Secretary’s  minutes  were  approved  as  read.  The  treasurer’s  report  was  accepted.  One  bill  was  
submitted. MSP to pay. There was no Sunshine Lady report. Correspondence included thank yous from 
MLC Bingo Night, the Petzel funeral, and New Day Pregnancy Counseling Center. 
 
Old Business: 
 
 * About 80 people were served at the Donnis Benneke funeral lunch 
 
 * Duties were assigned for the Lenten Supper March 20 
 
 * LWMS rally in Belle Plaine Apr 27 will focus on the Apache Mission. Several Apache ladies 
 are expected to be in attendance. 
 
 * Twelve ladies tied six quilts for our high school graduates 
 
 * We donated 20 items of baked goods for Bingo prizes at MLC 
 
New Business 
 
 * We will not need to provide treats for fellowship on Apr 21 as that is Easter Sunday 
 
 * Mission Society meetings will continue to be held after worship on fellowship Sundays. 
 
 * The April meeting will be held one week early, Apr 14, due to Easter 
 
 * The MLC campus tour will be scheduled for fall 
 
 * Easter lilies will be provided for the altar and purchase by congregation members 
 
 * We are responsible for the Bingo party at the Lutheran Home on Mar 18 
 
 * Spring flowers will be given to Mission Society members currently in nursing homes 
 
 *  Easter  cards  will  be  sent  to  St  Paul’s  members  residing  at  Good  Sam  and  Golden  Hearts 
 
Meeting  adjourned  with  the  Lord’s  Prayer  at  12:15. 
 
April Communion Set up: Barb Bening, Millie Perschau, Joan Pinske.  
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I  Need  More…STRENGTH 
 
After several attempts of twisting and tapping, the  lid  just  wouldn’t  budge. “Honey,  can  

you  open  this  for  me?”  Her  teenage  son  is  eager  to  flex  his  muscles.  He  opens  the  jar  and  hands  it  back  
to his mother. 

 
Life is sometimes  like  that  jar,  isn’t  it? Sometimes  we  just  don’t  have  the  strength  we  need  to  

tackle  what’s  in  front  of  us.  Not  the  strength  it  takes  to  move  a  piano  or  change  a  flat  tire,  but  the  
strength we need to raise our children or stay married to someone who is difficult to live with. We need 
the strength it takes to go to work and deal with people who are rude, inconsiderate, and lazy, or to 
walk  to  the  mailbox  that  contains  bills  we’ll  have  difficulty  paying. 

 
I need more strength! 
 
“Have  you  not  heard? The  LORD  is  the  everlasting  God,  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth…  

He  gives  strength  to  the  weary  and  increases  the  power  of  the  weak…  Those  who  hope  in  the  LORD  
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they 
will  walk  and  not  be  faint”  (Isaiah  40:28-31). 

 
What should we do when we need more strength? Hand that jar over to the LORD. He has all 

the strength we need and so much more. After all, he is the One who created the earth and everything in 
it. More than that, this strong, wise, loving God came to earth in the person of Jesus Christ. The all-
powerful God came in human weakness to rescue us from sin and death. He was condemned and 
crucified. Weakness, right? No! Strength! Jesus used his strength to remain on that cross until every last 
sin  of  ours  had  been  paid  for.  His  empty  tomb  proves  it.  “Jesus  was  declared  with  power  to  be  the  Son  
of  God  by  his  resurrection  from  the  dead”  (Romans  1:4).  Death  has  been  defeated!  The  guilt  of  sin  
before God has been removed! By trusting in Jesus, life in heaven is waiting for us. 

 
Need more strength? The One who created the earth has it. The One who died and rose for you 

has it. He is the One who gives us the strength to face each day with fresh confidence. Find that 
strength  in  his  Word.  And  then  be  ready  to  soar.  Be  ready  to  soar  on  eagles’  wings  with  renewed  
strength  and  through  every  challenge  of  life!  Be  ready  to  soar  on  eagles’  wings  to  the  home  that  Jesus  
has prepared for you in heaven! 


